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there was no time to build, listening to a million
frenzied suggestions, holding all manner of con-
sultations, and imploring the Governors of Penn-
sylvania, Maryland, and Virginia to send militia.

The British army was less than five thousand
strong. To oppose them General Winder hastily
scrambled together between five and six thousand
men, mostly militia with a sprinkling of regulars
and four hundred sailors from Barney's flotilla.
During the night before the alleged battle the camp
was a scene of such confusion as may be imagined
while futile councils of war were held. The troops
when reviewed by President Madison realized Jef-
ferson's ideal of a citizen soldiery, unskilled but
strong in their love of home, flying to arms to
oppose an invader. General Jacob Brown and
Winfield Scott at Lundy's Lane, which was fought
within the same month, could have pointed out*
in language quite emphatic, that a large differ-
ence existed between the raw material and the
finished product.

On the 24th of August the British army ad-
vanced to Bladensburg, five miles from Washing-
ton, where a bridge spanned the eastern branch of
the Potomac. Here the hilly banks offered the
Americans an excellent line of defense. The